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2. Italian forestry policy 

3. Overlapping legislations

4. Some examples of “simplification”
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Background
• The forestry sector has a marginal economic role in Italy 

– 95% of forests are in hilly and mountain regions (LDAs) where it is very hard to 
make profitable forest operations

– 60% are private forests, but the average size is 3 ha/firm!

• The decline of timber market value (30 to 50 €/cm) has emphasized such 
marginality 

• Overlapping of institutional competencies and legislations (still existing)

Scarce interest of forest owners’ organizations to collect data on sector 
performance and to play an institutional role to support the sector...
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Italy is not a good timber producers, but a very good timber
“transformer” (wood processing)



Italian forestry policy  ‐ driven forces

1. Wood is not a primary source of income for the forest sector

2. Forests play a multidisciplinary role in rural sustainable
development (environmental protection, tourist services, NTFPs, 
climate change limitation, landscape protection, soil prot.,  etc.)

3. Rural development is leaded by EU policy, regulations and 
financial support (focus on environmental services provision, 
efficiency and innovation in the forest sector, climate change)

4. Harmonisation with international and domestic legislations
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Italian forestry policy  ‐main objectives

1. To develop an innovative and efficient
forest economy over a long period
(value chain approach and PES market)

2. To protect the environment and the 
landscape (biodiversity, climate
change, forest fires, etc.

3. To insure public and social role of
forest services

4. To strength the harmonization, 
dialogue and coordination among
institutions and stakeholders
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Framework programme for
the forestry sector, 2009



But Italy is not a good example of
semplified forest administration …

In the middle of ‘80 there has been a reform:
Decentralization, devolution of competences
Focus on environmental issues
State fund restrictions

Questions still open:
• Role of State Forest Authority (Corpo Forestale dello Stato)

• Inadequate role of central State coordination, esp. as link between the international 
context and the Regions

• Institutional building at the regional level (esp. in the South)

• Low stakeholders involvement in the political process

• Some Regions have established new central (top‐down) decision making model

• Low inter‐regional coordination
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Overlapping legislations, an example

1. International legislation (11)
(Alps conv., Moutain forest prot., Biodiversity conv., Ramsar conv., CITES, 
ILO, Agenda 21, Kyoto prot., etc.)

2. UE legislation (10)
(mainly referring to RDP policies and CEE Reg. for forest areas)

3. Italian national legislation(16)
(see details in the next slide)

4. Regional legislations (from 1 to 7 laws/region!!)

…what you should consider to make susteinable forest management in the Alps
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Italian national forest legislation
1. National forest plan

2. 1st law on forests and moutain areas ‐ 1923

3. Economic plans for agro‐forest properties ofMunicipalities

4. General prescriptions for forest management

5. Legge n. 394/1991 ‐ Legge quadro sulle aree protette – PROTECTED AREAS

6. Legge n. 97/94 ‐ “Nuove disposizioni per le zone montane” –MOUNTAIN AREAS

7. Legge n. 183/89 ‐ “Difesa del suolo” ‐ SOIL PROTECTION

8. Legge n. 36/94 (Risorse idriche) –WATER RESOURCES

9. Legge n. 37/94 (Demani idrici) –WATER CATCHEMENT SYSTEMS

10. Legge n. 349/86, DPCM n. 377/88 – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION 

11. Legge n. 431/85 ‐ “Vincolo Paesaggistico” – LANDASCAPE PROTECION

12. Legge n 269/1973  ‐ Seeds production and trade regulation

13. Legge n. 47/1975 e n. 428/1993 per la difesa dagli incendi boschivi – FIRES

14. Legge n. 157/1992 per la protezione della fauna selvatica – FAUNA and HUNTING

15. Legge n. 352/1993 per la raccolta e commercializzazione dei funghi ‐Mushrooms

16. normativa sulla sicurezza e salute dei lavoratori ‐ Workers’ health and safety
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Source: Framework programme for forestry sector, 2009

Regional legislations!



Some examples of “simplification”
[at regional level]

• New general prescriptions for forest
management for bounded (protected) areas in
some regions (based on forest tipologies)

• Logging threshold establishment (2 or 3 area or 
quantity limits) to define which documents or 
authorisations are needed

• On‐line service to require logging authorisation
for small areas / quantities

• Semplified planning system for small areas
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Simplified planning systems

Forest “re‐organization” plans (since 1999 in Veneto region)

• For public and private forests not covered by any othermanagement plan

• They provide norms to plan the correct management of an agro‐forest
landscape

• To acquire information on “new” forests (not inventored before), 
especially for private owners
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2 key 
elements

Regional
Forest
Services

Licensed
forest

technicians



How to log timber in private Italian forests 1/2
In a private forestmanaged without a foresta plan, in Veneto Region

To cut < 100 cm (high stand) or over an
area < 2,5 ha (coppice system)

SIMPLE LOGGING DECLARATION: 
description of location, species and 
quantites (feed back normally in 15 days or 
cut possible after 60 days of silence)

To cut < 100 cm (high stand)  or over an
area < 2,5 ha (coppice system) in 
“sensitive” forests (protected areas)

LOGGING REQUEST +  SPECIAL 
LOGGING PROJECT 

To cut > 100 cm (high stand) or over an
area > 2,5 ha (coppice system)

LOGGING REQUEST +  LOGGING 
PROJECT 

To cut any quantity without applying
general prescriptions for forest man.

LOGGING REQUEST +  SPECIAL 
LOGGING PROJECT 

12EU Twinning Project KS09IBEN02



LOGGING DECLARATION FORM
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LOGGING REQUEST FORM
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How to log timber in private Italian forests 2/2
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In a private forestmanaged with a foresta plan, in Veneto Region

To cut < 100 cm (high stand) or over an
area < 2,5 ha (coppice system)

POST LOGGING REPORT

To cut < 100 cm (high stand)  or over an
area < 2,5 ha (coppice system) in 
“sensitive” forests

“SPECIAL” POST LOGGING REPORT

To cut > 100 cm (high stand) or over an
area > 2,5 ha (coppice system)

ORDINARY LOGGING PROJECT 



Top level example: 
the on‐line cutting permit request

http://www.agricoltura.regione.lombardia.it/cs/Satellite?c=Redazionale_P&childpagename=DG_Agricoltura%2
FDetail&cid=1213305718770&pagename=DG_AGRWrapper
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Private owners ‐ good practices

• Association of forest owners

• Consortia (for specific projects or products)

• Traditional property rights and community 

forestry

• Owners’ group certification

• …
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NEXT TIME…



FALEMINDERIT!

Diego Florian

‐ diego.florian@unipd.it

‐ florian@inea.it
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